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The Shorter Science & Civilization in China: 1 An abridgment by Colin A Ronan of Joseph Needham's original text pp 326 £7.95 London: Cambridge University Press 1978 One of the most impressive works on the history of science is the still incomplete series of monographs on the Chinese heritage by Joseph Needham. The first volume of Colin Ronan's abridgment is in itself a notable achievement of clarity and conciseness in a vast and complex field. The background is set by a lucid description of the Chinese language, geography, history and philosophies. The trade and cultural interchanges of China and the West from the earliest times were evidently more extensive than has been generally appreciated, but it is frequently difficult to determine priorities for ideas and innovations that appear almost simultaneously in both regions. The author has, nevertheless, no doubt that the West is indebted to China for an extraordinary number of technical advances including the discovery of paper, printing, gunpowder, the magnetic compass, the canal pound-lock, iron-casting, deep borehole drilling and the introduction of variolation.
Although medicine enters very little into this part of the abridgment, an excellent account is given of the philosophical ferment out of which science and medicine arose. We read of the confrontation between sceptical, antiscientific Confucians and empirical Taoists who promoted alchemy and other pseudosciences. The interaction of the 'five elements' and the 'two fundamental forces' of the Yin and Yang served antiquity well as a conceptual basis for the natural world. However, the influential classic, 'I Ching', provided a delusory -if seductive -system of ideas and explanations. Chinese science, despite its superb beginnings proved incapable of shaking off its irrational accretions. Although of enormous intrinsic interest it was inevitably vanquished on encountering the modern sciences and technology of the West.
SYDNEY SELWYN
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Lesions of the Nervous System in Cancer Patients (European Organization for Research on Treatment of Cancer Monograph Series, vol 5) J Hildebrand pp 162 $20 New York: Raven Press 1978 Nervous system disorders in patients who have a malignant disease may be caused by metastases, by anticancer therapy, by the cancer itself or may be unrelated. This book covers all aspects and brings together information which is spread through somewhat dissociated literature.
The first chapter deals with brain metastases covering incidence, pathology, clinical signs, laboratory findings, differential diagnosis and management. In the same way, extradural space and spinal cord lesions are dealt with in the second chapter, and meningeal carcinomatosis and lesions of the peripheral nervous system in the third chapter. Then come two exciting chapters dealing with neurotoxicity due to drugs used to control cancer or to radiation therapy. At first sight the next chapter appears somewhat less interesting, but covers such lesions as herpes zoster in cancer patients, meningitis, abscesses and encephalitides, and is a useful summary of these unusual conditions. The penultimate chapter deals with cerebrovascular lesions unassociated with cancer and the final one with the carcinomatous neuropathies.
Clearly written, with many illustrations and an abundance of up-to-date references, this book is beautifully produced. The author is to be congratulated on providing a most useful addition to our literature. It is a book that must be read by all oncologists and will, 1 am sure, be of interest to all who care for patients with malignant diseases. The fourth edition of this dictionary, which was first published in 1960, lists more than thirteen thousand medical and related abbreviations. Symbols and abbreviations of the principal medical journals are also included in this slim pocket sized book.
VICTOR BLOOM
Editor
